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is known that the fifth clause emanated from him.1 By it,
in the event of Germany desiring to vacate the concession
before the expiration of the lease, China was to refund
any moneys she had expended and also grant her a con-
cession of a more appropriate territory. The Admiral still
had hopes of a port on the south coast of China. Li-
hung-Chang, in the summer of 1896, had gone to Russia
to attend the Coronation of the Tsar, and whilst in Russia
had signed the famous, but secret, agreement known in
history as the Li-Lobanoff Treaty, one clause of which
agreed on the non-alienability of Kiao-chau, except to
Russia.2 That country herself had designs on the bay,
which had the immense advantage over Port Arthur of
being ice-free all the year round. On Li's arrival in
Berlin he was received by the ex-Kaiser, who asked him
straight out to lease Kiao-chau or another port as a reward
for Germany's share in the retrocession of the Liaotung.
Li hedged as a mandarin knows how to. On the following
morning he received a visit from Baron von Marschall,
the Foreign Minister, who repeated the request with the
warning that if China persisted in refusing, Germany
would seize a suitable place. After his return to China,
Baron von Hey king, who had succeeded von Brandt as
Minister at Peking, acting on an urgent instruction from
Peking, opened negotiations on the subject with the
Tsung-li Yamen, and even approached the French and
Russian representatives, M. Gerard and Count Cassini, to
obtain their assistance. The truth was that William II
was getting distinctly frightened lest there should be no
port to obtain. Japan had obtained declarations of non-
alienation in Fukien and Amoy ; France had obtained
similar declarations in regard to the island of Hainan and
the Kwangtung coast: Britain had clearly indicated
where a base could not be obtained. Russia jealously
kept the Northern Gulf coast as her own preserve and was
casting her eye across to Kiao-chau itself. Baron
Heyking's orders were, therefore, to press for a port, and
he asked, under instructions, his French and Russian
1 Vide page 169.                    * Cordier, op. cit.